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The biographical sketch of Rufus Griswold that is reproduced below was discovered 
by DWP in COMMEMORATIVE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD OF NORTHEASTERN PENNSYLVANIA (Chicago: 
J. H. Beers and Co., 1900, pp. 1771-1772) on 05-28-79. Rufus Griswold's father, 
Orin Griswold, is the third son of John and Elizabeth (Crittenden) Griswold. 


RUFUS GRISWOLD has throughout his act- 
ive business life been principally identified with the 
agricultural and lumber interests of Wayne county, 
and now owns and successfully operates a fine farm 
in Mt. Pleasant township. He was born in that 
township, in February, 1824, a son of Orin and Lois 
(Denning) Griswold, natives of Connecticut and 
early settlers of Mt. Pleasant township, Wayne Co., 
Penn., where the father purchased 122 acres of wild 
land and transformed the same into a good farm. 
His residence was a little frame building, the first 
house of its kind in the township. He resided upon 
this property during his entire residence in the coun- 
ty, and when life’s labors were ended he died there 
in 1878. His wife had passed away three years pre- 
viously. ; 

In the family of this worthy couple were three 
sons and one daughter: (1) Alfred, born in Mt. 
Pleasant, in 1822, married Sarah A. Lowery, of 
Wayne county, and engaged in the butcher business 
in Carbondale, where he died in 1858. He left a 
widow and three children, of whom, Charles died at 
the age of nineteen years; Altha is now the wife of 
Stephen Tagely, of Carbondale, and has six children, 
George, Charles, Edward, Orin, Bell and Ollie. Orin, 
a conductor on the railroad between Pottsville and 
Wilkes Barre, is married and has one son. (2) Ru- 
fus, our subject. (3) Ambrose, born on the pres- 
ént home of our subject, in 1828, followed farming 
until his death (he did not marry). (4) Mary, born 
on the same place, married Hiram Dibble, of Wayne 
county, and they made their home in Peckville, 
where she died, leaving no family. 

Reared on the home farm, Rufus Griswold re- 
ceived his education in the public schools of the lo- 
cality, and during early life he followed lumbering 
and farming. In 1858 he was united in marriage 
with Miss Nancy Miles, of Bethany, Wayne county, 
a daughter of James and Almeda (Brink) Miles,now 
deceased. Her father was born in Orange county, 
N. Y., and when a young man came to Wayne coun- 
ty, where he was married and afterward located at 
Cherry Ridge, carrying on the stone mason’s trade 
there until his death. His children were: Clarissa, 
now the wife of Levi Bennett; Mary J., wife of 
Rev. James Miner, of Watertown, N. Y.; Lucius; 
Charles N., who was drowned at sea; Nancy, wife of 
our subject; Isaac and William H., who were both 
drowned at Honesdale in 1872; and Alice, wife of 
William Bates, of Carbondale. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Griswold were born two children, but Emma Jane, 
born in 1872, died in childhood, and the other died 
at birth. In 1873 they adopted Lula Drake, who 
remained with them until she became the wife of 
Wallace Mills, of Wayne county. They now reside 
in Mt. Pleasant township and have a family of four 
children: Bessie, Orasmuth, Gladys and Rufus. 


After his marriage Mr. Griswold located in 
Clinton, Wayne county, where he resided for some 
time. During the dark days of the Rebellion, he 
manifested his love of country by enlisting, in 1862, 
and from Wayne county proceeded to Philadelphia, 
thence going to Newport News, Va., and later to 
Yorktown, Va., where he did guard duty, being de- 
tailed as provost guard until honorably discharged 
in August, 1863. Returning to Wayne county he en- 
gaged in farming in Dyberry township for four years, 
and later for a number of years was in the employ 
of the Delaware & Hudson Co. In 1875 he returned 
to the old home farm, where he and his wife cared 
for his father until the laiter’s death two years later. 
Our subject then purchased the place, and has since 
successfully operated it. He is an honored member 
of the Grand Army Post at Forest City, is a Jack- 
sonian Democrat in politics, and has held office. His 
wife is a member of the Baptist Church, and in the 
social circles of the community they occupy a promi- 
nent position. i 
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